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• Family Structure and Perception of Marriage. 
Men and women who grew up in intact families 
tend to have higher regard for marriage. 
Compared with peers who did not live in intact 
families, adults who had lived their childhood 
with both biological parents were more likely to 
agree that it is better to marry, that marriage is 
for a lifetime, and that children are better off with 
their biological parents. They are also more likely 
to disapprove of divorce and less likely to have 
children outside marriage.1

• Home Environment and Marital Quality. 
Individuals who grew up in families that were 
less functional and had more tension tend to 
have more difficulty managing the demands 
of their own marriages. The experiences that 
married individuals had in their families of 
origin had a substantial impact on the quality 
of their marriages. Individuals in this study who 
experienced a stable, healthy family-life while 
growing up tended to have more success in 
dealing with the demands of their marriages 
and other intimate relationships. Those who 
experienced less functionality and more tension 
in their families of origin tended to have more 
difficulties in their marriages and intimate 
relationships.2

  Summary  

Children from intact families are more likely to have positive attitudes toward marriage and higher 
expectations for their own marriages. In adulthood, they are less likely to form a high-risk marriage, to 
undergo divorce, or to cohabit, and they tend to enjoy a higher quality of marriage.

• Family Structure and Expectation of Marriage. 
Adolescents’ marital expectations are related 
to the structure of their families of origin. 
Compared with teens in intact families, those in 
single-parent and cohabiting-parent families had, 
on average, lower expectations of marrying in their 
future. Teens in stepfamilies were no more or less 
likely to expect marriage in their future compared 
to peers in intact families.3

• Parental Divorce and Next-Generation Divorce. 
Compared with peers who experienced parental 
divorce, individuals whose parents did not 
divorce are less likely to divorce. Parental divorce 
had a significant effect (a 38-percent increase) on 
the likelihood of offspring divorce.4

• Parental Divorce and Next-Generation Marital 
Quality. On average, compared with peers who 
did not experience parental divorce, children 
whose parents divorced have more problematic 
and less rewarding marriages in adulthood. In 
this study, parental divorce was found to increase 
the risk of offsprings’ divorce by making the 
children’s own marital relationships less rewarding. 
Parental divorce was related to offsprings’ 
problematic interpersonal style (marked, for 
example, by anger, jealousy, hurt feelings, and 
problems communicating). These problems, 
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in turn, were related to a greater likelihood of 
second-generation divorce.5 

• Family Structure and Marital Stability. The 
structure of women’s family of origin is related 
to the quality of their marriages. Compared with 
peers from other family structures, women who 
grew up in intact families were less likely to form 
high-risk marriages, to cohabit before marriage, or 
to have a premarital birth or conception.6 

• Grandparents’ Divorce and Marital Discord. 
Individuals whose grandparents divorced are 
more likely to experience discord in their own 
marriages. Having grandparents who divorced was 
associated with having a lower level of educational 
attainment, a greater likelihood of marital discord, 
and a poorer quality of parent-child relationship. 
These associations held even if the grandparents’ 
divorce occurred before the grandchild was born.7

• Parental Absence and Next-Generation 
Prospects for Marriage. Parental absence during 
childhood was related to individuals’ future 
marital success. Individuals who experienced 
parental absence in their childhood were more 
likely to have never married, less likely to be in an 
intact marriage, and more likely to be divorced.8

• Parents’ Cohabitation and Next-Generation 
Expectations for Relationships. Having parents 
who cohabitated was associated with children’s 
expectations for their own relationships. Young 
adults whose parents cohabited after divorce were 
more likely to think that their own marital and 
romantic relationships will end.9

• Parental Divorce and Next-Generation 
Cohabitation. On average, adolescents who 
live in intact families are less likely to cohabit 
than peers who experienced parental divorce. 
Adolescents and young adults who experienced 
parental divorce were three times more likely to 
cohabit.10
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